
SMSC Statement – Languages 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural education is a natural focus of Languages. People, their 

relationships and their interactions with others are an intrinsic part of what we teach, and the cultural 

immersion of learning a language cannot be avoided. In MFL, we give our students an opportunity to 

both consider the needs and experiences of people of other cultures, and reflect upon their own 

response to this. We also encourage students to discover, discuss and debate unfamiliar lifestyles, 

global events, problems and changes. Finally, SMSC is not confined to the Languages classroom – we 

hope that the study of Languages will positively affect our students’ lives and their understanding of 

the world around them. 

The Languages department contribute to pupils SMSC development by: 

Spiritual development 

Students are given the chance to learn the number of different and similar ways that people have 

developed to express themselves and their ideas. Pupils also look at the simplicity and the complexity 

of these ideas and the ways in which we learn and construct our languages. 

Pupils have some opportunity to reflect on religious beliefs and practices in different countries when 

studying the topic of “Leisure, Celebrations and Festivals”, many of which are religious or religious in 

origin. Examples studied would include “Christmas” and “Eid”. Course content at both KS3 and KS4 

encourages pupils to reflect on aspects of their lives, and on the universality of human experience, 

particularly with reference to teenagers. We also aim to include an element of ‘awe and wonder’ 

through sharing amazing facts about language and languages where relevant in lessons. 

Moral development 

Moral education in Languages concerns pupils using the resource of languages they have to make a 

personal response to right and wrong. All languages carry messages about every aspect of life 

including moral development and pupils are able to consider other peoples’ responses to moral issues. 

Pupils study a unit on Healthy Living and Exercise. This is then done as a Controlled Assessment at KS4. 

At GCSE several topics ask pupils to consider points of view on topics such as single parent families 

and divorce. Pupils are asked to dismiss stereotypes and reflect more on what brings people together 

rather than separating them. Languages are shown to be a way of understanding others and offering 

future opportunities.  

 



Social development 

Social education in Languages involves communicating for a purpose with people from other cultural 

and social backgrounds. The social element of language learning comes both from learning about 

other societies and learning together in the classroom. 

Pupils need to show humility when working in groups and compassion when doing Peer Assessment. 

Pupils work to help each other learn and complete tasks such as dialogues. From year 7 onwards, the 

focus on transferable skills and the styles of teaching and learning adopted whereby all pupils are 

encouraged to participate individually, in pairs and in groups, in an atmosphere of mutual respect 

which helps develop self-confidence and the ability to work collaboratively. Pupils have regular 

opportunities to develop their communication and listening skills, working in different groupings and 

the subject teacher ensures that all contributions are valued and respected. Across both key stages 
students work collaboratively building their teamwork and cooperative skills and ability to problem 
solve with others. Students work in a variety of groupings and all students are respectful of others’ 
opinions as part of their success criteria. There is a strong mutual respect between students across 
the department based on a shared desire for success. 

Cultural development 

Cultural education is achieved through pupils valuing all languages and therefore learning to 

understand and respect other people. Pupils are encouraged to reflect aspects of their own and other 

cultural environments. Pupils are given opportunities to: work with authentic materials from countries 

where French and German are spoken; communicate with native speakers; participate in visits abroad; 

consider their own culture and compare it with the cultures of the countries where the target language 

is spoken; recognise cultural attitudes as expressed in language and learn the use of social 

conventions; identify with the experiences and perspectives of people of these countries.  

Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Languages include: 

 
• Looking at cultural festivals for example Christmas and seeing how these are celebrated in 

different countries as well as looking at festivals such as Karneval in Germany 

• Aiming to breakdown stereotypes and looking at the similarities as well as the differences 
between countries and cultures 

• Researching projects on different countries and preparing presentations and leaflets to express 
our ideas e.g. healthy eating posters and environment projects 



• Pupils taking part in educational visits to France and Germany to give students the opportunity to 
experience another culture and speak another language 

• Allowing pupils to develop an appreciation of theatre, music, art and literature by listening to 
French and German music and watching French and German films.  

• Encouraging pupil involvement in debates and discussions on healthy lifestyles, environmental 
issues, marriage/divorce, single parent families, poverty and charitable organisations. Pupils also 
discuss cultural differences between countries 

• Pupils working together on an information gap activity or joint project 
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